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The original medical notes are made by a professional physician. Once the doctor records a patient’s information, the record is then kept at the medical facility’s database where a physician’s works. This process thus grants the health facility as well as the physician the right to own the original medical records. However, patient advocacy often insist that since the records are about the patient, he/she holds the right to the ownership of medical records. This research argues that the original medical records of a patient belong to the physician. 
The public records Act of 1958 states that the medical records at National Health Service hospitals are public records, which essentially gives the hospital the right to own the original medical records of the patient (Kostkova et al., 2016).  When a patient is treated in a particular hospital, it is critical that the physician keeps the original document of the patient as a point of reference for the treatment of the same patient by other physicians in the same health facility during the next visit by the patient.  The patient tends to seek medical services in a health facility that is also being governed by laws and therefore, among the laws in health facility is the retention of the original medical records of the patient. 
Intellectual property laws protect the works that have been authored originally (Kostkova et al., 2016). In consideration of this clause of the constitution, the physicians are the original authors of the medical records of the patients which gives the physicians the right to own the original medical records of the patients while excluding the patients from ownership.  The patients are only entitled to the right to privacy, security, and accuracy of health information without necessarily having the freedom to the property of original documents. Because medicine is a practice and not an exact science, it implies that physicians have different ways of approaching the treatment of a particular patient. For example, in a surgical procedure, physicians tend to apply various concepts and practice for successful operation. In that regard, the notes made by the surgeon remains the intellectual property of the physician.  It is inaccurate to pass the ownership of original medical records to the patient because they are an accurate representation of the physician's decisions in regards to the medical procedure on the patient. 
Also, the ownership of original medical records has been outlined in the constitution of various states. For example, In the United States, more than 20 states rules describe that the ownership of original medical records remains the property of the physician or the hospital (AAFP, 2016). This implies that a large proportion of the states support the physicians to have ownership of medical records. Despite the almost unilateral agreement on ownership of medical records, New Hampshire State is the only exceptional state that grants the ownership of medical records to the patients (AAFP, 2016). However, it can be argued that ownership of medical records remains the property of the physician. 
In conclusion, when a patient is treated in a health facility, during the discharge process, the patient is always given a copy of the original medical records. This suggests that the hospital and the physicians are the owners of the original medical records. It is also evident that most medical facilities have storage areas of the medical records of the patients; the files that are kept in the hospital are original and not copies.
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